
 

This is Marlene’s third year as Secretary/
Treasurer, having taken over from Dot in 
2002.  With long experience in an accounting 
firm, and computing skills enhanced by her 
husband Neville’s expertise, Marlene is a 
most valued board member.  
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The 2005 Tehillah Board 
Mrs Dot Vincent - Chairman 

Dot is a foundation member of Tehillah, 
has been a board member since inception, 
was Vice Chairman in 2004 and capably 
takes up the reins this year as leader.  A 
retired school teacher, Dot brings a high 
level of expertise to the position. 

Mrs Mar lene Clifford - Administrator  

Ron Parry 

Ron comes to the board with a wealth of 
administrative skills, being the owner of 4 
“Subway”  food outlets.  He also has some 
sailing experience and has crewed on 
“Special Effects”  down the Qld coast.  Ron 
is a homegroup leader in his local church. 

Ernie Gunders 

Co-founder with Marilyn of Tehillah, Ernie 
has this year stepped aside from bearing of-
fice to concentrate on preparations for their 
return to Bougainville, expected to be for 
three years, or  possibly even longer. 

Geoff Vincent 

Roger  Brown 

Rob Ellem - Vice Chairman 

Geoff is a foundation member of Tehillah 
and has served on the board since its in-
ception in 2000.  Geoff has had a long 
association with missions, has served as an 
elder in his local church, and led a work 
party to PNG in 1994.  He brings a depth 
of understanding of missions to the board.  

Roger brings a background of missionary service 
in PNG, and a long association with mission 
work.  Roger has served the church as an elder 
and missions co-ordinator, worship leader and 
local preacher.  A motor mechanic by trade, he 
understands the difficulties missionaries face in 
keeping the field running smoothly.  

Rob carries with him a unique understand-
ing of the difficulties faced by many in the 
community, having been a “Careforce”  
leader in the local church.  With manage-
ment skills and experience, Rob has em-
barked this year on full-time studies in 
counselling. 

There are many others who give tirelessly and generously to 
keep Tehillah running, and though it would  be impossible to 
name them all, we wish to acknowledge Paul Hazelgrove for 
his crewing of the boat to Bougainville in 2004 and his invalu-
able advice on IT matters.  Don White flew to Bougainville in 
2004 to crew home on the boat, Neville Clifford spends hours 
on the computer, Peter  Gunders created our website.   
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We are filled with optimism for our future in Bougainville.  

 Since returning on the boat last October, we’ve had time to reflect 
on what we achieved, and our plans for this coming year.  So what 
did we do? ... Well, it was a time of planting, and building bridges.   

 L iving primarily with one group of people in Tung, we were 
adopted into their society and families.  We learned much about 
their customs, their needs, hopes and fears, and had the opportunity 
to reach out to them with our resources.  They in turn responded 
warmly and invited us to return. 

 From our initial visit in 2003 we became aware of the great need 
for training of pastors working on the local level.  An invitation to 
the 2004 Synod as guest speaker gave us more access to church 
leaders, which served to confirm our earlier observations, and be-
came the platform from which we presented our idea to serve this 
need.  Synod then voted unanimously to ask Tehillah to return to 
Bougainville to build and run a Pastors Training Centre at the old 
mission station of Skotolan in the West Buka Circuit. 

 Preparation for this is now our full-time occupation.  First neces-
sity was to visit our “other home church”  in Virginia, USA, in an-
swer to their summons which came with cheque attached for airline 
tickets!  It was such a joy to be 
reunited with Brett & Leigh-Anne 
who gave us their boat in 2000, 
and to meet the congregation of 
Westgate Chapel who call Brett 
“Pastor” .  For two weeks we were 
hosted and spoilt as we got to 
know our brothers and sisters, in 
cell groups, in their homes and in 
many restaurants.  It is a tremen-
dous privilege to share a partner-
ship with them in the work in Bougainville.  

Back in Australia we’ve been forging links with other churches too 
who share our vision for training leaders.   

On our first contact with the needs on Bougainville through Rev 
Paul Tamuno in Thursday Island, we were made aware that one of 
the biggest needs of the people is for lights.  Our visit in 2003 con-
firmed it.  Now Ernie has perfected a solar powered light that fills 
the need and is affordable to the majority of people.  Prototypes 
have been tested in Bougainville and we’ re ready to assemble a 
number to take this year.  A Christian businessman has made a loan 
available to us to allow the purchase of components to build these 
lights, and we’ ll be approaching some skilled technicians soon to 
help in this task. 

 M arilyn is active in co-ordinating the making, supplying, filling 
and packing of Schoolbags and Baby Bundles.  These projects have 
had a major impact in Bougainville and will of necessity continue 
for some time.  Last year we distributed 513 Schoolbags and 64 
Baby Bundles, but there are over 3,500 United Church primary 
schoolchildren still waiting for their bag, and approx 9 babies per 
month are born in just one clinic in West Buka!  

 Before we voyage north again this year we have to slip the boat 
for her regular maintenance and painting of new antifoul on the hull.  
Last year she performed flawlessly and proved to be a very sound 
and seaworthy vessel, and the cost of maintenance is expected to be 
quite moderate. 

 We look forward to visiting as many of you as possible before our 
return to Bougainville, to share personally the many blessings our 
Father has bestowed on us and this ministry, and our dreams and 
visions for the future. 

The Gunders Report 
Shane & Karen have been blessed to 
be able to find some part time work 
that is helping to raise up their support 
level so that they can return to Bou-
gainville when the work visas are ap-
proved.  

 Their time in Australia at present is 
being used in various ways.  Many hours have been spent studying 
and researching coconut oil and cocoa bean production. There has 
been a small amount of deputation when called upon to do so as well 
as keeping up with correspondence and contacts. They are also keep-
ing aware of the developments and outcomes of various issues in 
Bougainville, along with planning the rehabilitation of the coconut 
plantations and all the cultural aspects that are interwoven with that. 

 They also see the plantations being used in a vocational training 
way in the future. They have many ideas and plans that can be put 
into action in the future. These include basic bookkeeping, small 
scale propagation nurseries, motor mechanics, auto electrical, weld-
ing, basic woodwork and metalwork along with health and water 
issues.  All these practical things go hand in hand with discipleship, 
encouragement, spiritual maturing and building up of the individual 
Christian and the local body of Christ.  

 Shane and Karen will be seeking every opportunity to grow in their 
Christian walk by learning from the store of maturity and wisdom 
amongst the national Christians as they live and work together. 

 A t present we have quite a few school bags, baby bundles, drums 
and boxes of Christian books and resource materials ready to go up 
to Bougainville. In fact there is enough to start filling a shipping 
container. Other items to be shipped would include building materi-
als and tools of every kind (which will be needed for the construc-
tion of the Skotolan training centre), a tractor with some implements, 
a stationary diesel engine for Tulean plantation, cooking, camping 
and some household items so that we can live on the plantation until 
we build a one room bungalow to keep the sun and rain off us. 

  We are making enquiries into freight agents costs and customs 
charges but these are proving hard to nail down to a final figure. If 
you have any advice in these areas we would love to hear from you. 
By the time our work visas are approved we would hope to have all 
the information, money and items in place for a smooth transfer of a 
shipping container from Australia to Bougainville. We acknowledge 
and thank God for what He will provide in the future.  

The Cavies Report 

Praise &  Prayer Points 
 

� ���� Praise God for His faithfulness, mercy, grace & unfailing love 
����
� ���� Praise God for His promise to provide all our needs 
 
� ���� Praise God for His hand of protection over all we have done 
 
�      Praise God for the ongoing support for the projects 
 
 
� ���� Please pray for God’s will to be done in the matter of  visas 
 
� � For peace in Bougainville during upcoming elections 
�
� � For all our plans and preparations for 2005 
�
� � For the Clifford family, Rob Ellem & Shirley Brown 


